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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER . MR. DUNSTAN. AT THE OPENING OF THE TECHNICAL 
INFORMATION CENTRE. .., . • 3/12/71. 
MR. ROBERTS, BOARD MEMBER5, MR. RAMSAY, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: 
I ' M DELIGHTED TO BE HERE TODAY TO OFF IC IALLY OPEN-THIS NEW TECHNICAL 
INFORMATION CENTRE FOR THE BUILDING INDUSTRY. I TS ESTABLISHMENT I S A 
S IGNIF ICANT ADDITION TO THE WEB OF RESEARCH LIBRARY AND INFORMATIONAL 
SERVICES AVAILABLE' IN THIS STATE AND THE FACT THAT THE F IRST SUCH 
GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED FAC IL ITY HAS BEEN SET. UP HERE I S A FURTHER 
INDICATION OF O.UR DETERMINATION THAT SOUTH AUSTRALIA WILL BECOME AN 
AUSTRALIAN LEADER IN THE ADOPTION AND ADAPTATION OF NEW TECHNOLOGICAL 
S K I L L S AND S C I E N T I F I C KNOWLEDGE. ' 
WE L I V E IN AN AGE AND A SOCIETY IN .WHICH BUS INESS AND COMMUNITY LEADERS 
CAN NO LONGER "FLY BY THE SEAT OF THEIR' PANTS" . 
S C I E N T I F I C , PROPERLY RESEARCHED METHODS OF FORECASTING BASED ON AVAILABLE 
KNOWLEDGE OF PAST EXPERIENCE AND PROBABLE FUTURE TRENDS. ARE .ESSENT IAL TO 
THE DECISION-MAKING PROCESS. THIS I S GENERALLY TRUE. IT I S PARTICULARLY 
TRUE OF THE BUILDING INDUSTRY WHICH I S BECOMING YEARLY MORE COMPLEX. 
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THE DEMANDS PLACED UPON ARCHITECTS AND BUILDERS AND THE D IVERS ITY OF 
CHOICE AND TECHNIQUES AVAILABLE TO THEM MAKE IT IMPERATIVE THAT THEY 
SHOULD HAVE ACCESS TO A FULL RESEARCH FAC IL ITY I F INFORMED DECIS IONS 
ARE TO BE MADEl 
THERE ' S NO SHORTAGE OF MATERIAL. TECHNICAL INFORMATION IN TH I S , AS IN 
OTHER AREAS, POURS FORTH AT AVALANCHE.RATE. THE PROBLEM I S THAT TOO" ' 
FREQUENTLY IT GETS TO THE ULTIMATE USER AT TRICKLE PACE. HE MAY NOT 
HAVE.THE F A C I L I T I E S TO ACQUAINT HIMSELF WITH THE FLOOD OF MATERIAL 
CASCADING FORTH, HE FREQUENTLY WILL NOT HAVE THE TIME TO DO SO. . 
THERE I S A NEED FOR A CENTRAL PROCESSING UNIT WHERE INFORMATION 
S P E C I A L I S T S CAN GATHER THIS FLOOD OF DATA FROM HOME AND FOREIGN SOURCES,. 
ANALYSE, EVALUATE, CATALOGUE AND MAKE IT READILY ACCESS I BLE . . WE HAVE SUCH 
A UNIT IN THIS CENTRE, AN INQUIRY POINT WHICH CAN PINPOINT READILY 
MATERIAL AND PROVIDE ANSWERS TO A RANGE OF TECHNICAL QUESTIONS EITHER 
FROM ITS OWN SOURCES OR FROM THOSE OF OTHER ORGANISATIONS WITH WHICH ITS 
INFORMATION I S POOLED. THI5 KIND OF.OPERATION HAS PROVED EXTREMELY. 
SUCCESSFUL IN OTHER COUNTRIES AND I ' M SURE IT WILL BE EQUALLY 
SUCCESSFUL HERE. Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
AS YOU KNOW "THE CENTRE :WAS .CREATED AFJ.ER STUDY. OF THE PROBLEMS INVOLVED 
BY A SPECIAL" COMMITTEE UNDER MR. RAMSAY, :WHpSE RECOMMENDATIONS THE. 
GOVERNMENT READILY ACCEPTED. WE WERE ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT THE IDEA BOTH 
• BECAUSE -OF ITS VERY OBVIOUS PRACTICAL ADVANTAGES TO THOSE IN THE 
BUILDING AND RELATED INDUSTRIES AND ALSO BECAUSE IT WAS AN EXCELLENT 
EXAMPLE OF THE TYPE OF CO-OPERATION FOR MUTUAL BENEFIT BETWEEN THE 
PUBLIC.AND PRIVATE SECTORS, WHICH WE WANT TO FOSTER. . . 
IN IT IALLY, THE CENTRE I S BASED ON THE HOUSING TRUST'S. TECHNICAL 
• ' . s • " • 
AND RESEARCH LIBRARY, ADMINISTRATIVELY PART., DF THE TRUST BUT UNDER. THE 
GUIDANCE OF A STEERING COMMITTEE. WE HOPE THAT, AFTER A FEW YEARS' 
EXPERIENCE, THE CENTRE CAN BE SEPARATED AND PHYSICALLY LOCATED 
ELSEWHERE. I HOPE IT WILL BE WIDELY USED BY ALL INVOLVED IN THE 
INDUSTRY AND ALSO BY THE LAYMAN AND THE HANDYMAN WHO HAVE S P E C I A L I S T ® 
HOME OR CONSTRUCTION PROBLEMS. 
PAGE 4. 
S I R , I CONGRATULATE ALL TH05E INVOLVED IN THE ESTABLISHMENT AND 
OPERATION OF THIS CENTRE AND THOSE OTHER ORGANISATIONS, SUCH AS THE 
STATE, UNIVERSITY, GOVERNMENTAL AND INDUSTRIAL L IBRARIES, WHICH 
FORM PART OF ITS INFORMATION POOL. PARTICULAR MENTION MUST BE MADE 
OF THE WORK OF MR. LINNETT, AND THE BUILDING SCIENCE FORUM AND ITS 
PRESIDENT-, MR. VON SCHRAMEK, WHOSE ENERGY AND DRIVE HAVE BEEN LARGELY 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE SUCCESS ACHIEVED SO FAR. 
I BELIEVE THIS CENTRE WILL CONTRIBUTE TO THE FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF 
BUILDING STANDARDS HERE; I HOPE IT WILL ALSO MAKE THE BUILDER'S L IFE 
A BIT EASIER AND MORE PROFITABLE. 
I NOW HAVE MUCH PLEASURE IN DECLARING THIS.CENTRE OPEN. 
THANK YOU. 
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